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It is with a great deal of sadness that we note the passing of Doris Pontac, one of our long time

members and tireless volunteers.  Doris transcribed Braille for the San Fernando Valley Braille

Guild, the Braille Institute, CTEVH, the Clearinghouse for Specialized Media and Technology,

and was a life-saver to many local school programs, including mine.  Although we only met in

person one time, she was always a friendly voice on the phone and a great support to me.  We will

miss her.

Many CTEVH Braille readers know that Doris produced the Braille copy of the Journal, often

having her copy prepared and ready to be embossed before the print copy was in the mail.  We are

now trying to fill those shoes.  If you are interested in taking on this task, please contact me at the

address on the outside of this issue or call me at 619-225-3806.

INSIDE STORY

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

With conference right around the corner, I want to encourage you to attend General Sessions. 

We will vote on some significant changes, and your vote is important.  General Sessions are

scheduled for 10:30 on Friday, April 18; and 7:30, Saturday, April 19.  Breakfast will be served

before the Saturday meeting begins.

Carefully read the proposed BYLAWS REVISIONS in your copy of the Winter JOURNAL. 

Also note on page 2 of this issue there are a few changes to the bylaws material printed in the

Winter issue of the Journal.

There will also be a vote on a dues increase, with the change to take place on January 1, 1998. 

Again, check your JOURNAL if you need to jog your memory on what these changes might be.

         We will be voting on the candidates for the CTEVH Board of Directors.  The nominees are: (1)

Al Lopez, educator from Humboldt County; (2) Peggy Schuetz, transcriber from Marin County;

and (3) Joyce Stroh, who is a retired educator, and currently a transcriber in Sacramento. 

Seeking a second term are Charlene Okamoto and Anna Lee Braunstein.

Leaving your Board of Directors are Pat Laurick, San Diego educator; Dorothy Victorino,

transcriber from Monterey County; and Dorothy Johnson, transcriber from Sacramento.  Each of

these people has been an enormous asset to the Board.  I thank them for their time and friendship,

and ask you to also offer your thanks.

Most CTEVH members come to conference for the extraordinary workshops, and the chance to

enhance skills as transcribers and educators.  The added benefit is that all members get to renew

old friendships, pick each other's brains for solutions to areas of difficulty, and to find out what is

new at the exhibits.  This year we have the additional advantages of having the California Summit

on Blindness and Visual Impairment and the bonus of San Francisco as our host city.  Work hard

at conference, but plan to spend some time getting out to enjoy the city.  With the dedicated work

you all do, your plans should include a little time to relax with your CTEVH friends.  The

conference committees, under Ann Kelt and Mike Cole's direction, have planned what should turn

out to be an awesome conference.

If you read Joan Valencia's article in the winter JOURNAL, you noticed that she asked for

CTEVH members to volunteer to serve on the various specialists' committees.  All it takes is the

willingness to learn, and a certain amount of flexibility.  Within CTEVH there are numerous

assignments made during the year.  Some require very limited amounts of time, while others may

mean giving several hours a month.  Please consider contacting me, or any Board member if you

feel you can give a little time to CTEVH.

--Bob Gowan, CTEVH President

BYLAWS OF THE CALIFORNIA TRANSCRIBERS AND EDUCATORS

OF THE VISUALLY HANDICAPPED

1997 Revision

The following corrections were brought to my attention.  Please note them in the copy of the

proposed bylaws printed in the Winter Edition of the Journal.

1.  Article III, Membership, Section I

The membership of the corporation will be open to parties interested in services to persons who

are blind or visually impaired.

2.  Article IV, Officers, Section 8, paragraph 2

American Institute of Accountants should be American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.

3.  Article V, Board of Directors, Section 4

Members of the Board may be elected for no more than two (2) consecutive three-year terms.

4.  Article V, Board of Directors, Section 8, paragraph 2

A period is needed at the end of the paragraph

5.  Article V, Board of Directors, Section 9.b.5

Subheadings a and b should end with a semicolon

Thank you for pointing these errors out to me.

These bylaws will be brought to the general membership for ratification at the Conference in San

Francisco.

--Anna Lee Braunstein, Bylaws Chair

Call for Nominations

Recommended nominations for the Board of Directors for CTEVH are as 

follows:

First Term

Mr. Al Lopez, Educator, Humboldt County

Ms. Peggy Schuetz, Transcriber, Transcribing Mariners

Ms. Joyce Stroh, Transcriber & Retired Educator, Sacramento 

Braille Transcribers 

Dr. Steve Goodman, Director, Pupil Personnel Services, 

California School for the  Blind (appointed to fill vacancy)

Second Term

Ms.  Charlene Okamoto, Administrator, Oakland Unified 

School District

Ms.  Anna Lee Braunstein, Educator, San Juan School District

As per the Policies and Procedures (III-D-2): "Additional nominations, 

if any, from the membership must be received, in writing, by a member 

of the Nominating Committee no later than three weeks prior to the 

Annual Meeting.  No nominations will be accepted after said date.  These 

written nominations must include name, address, qualifications, and 

a signed statement by the nominee that he/she understands the requirements 

of Board membership and is willing to serve if elected."

Mail to one of the following committee members:

Joan Valencia (chair), 3530 Fairview Road, Reno, NV 89511

Anna Lee Braunstein, 6608 Chiquita Way, Carmichael, CA 95608

Pat Laurick, 1775 Chatsworth Blvd. #209 , San Diego, CA 92107

Dorothy Johnson, 9739 Mira Del Rio Dr., Sacramento, CA 95827

Jane Vogel, 10910 San Leon, Fountain Valley, CA 92708

Wendy Cate, 5307 Cortolane Dr., La Crescenta, CA 91214

Marion Lusk, 4608 T Street, Sacramento, CA 95819

CTEVH FOR ALL PEOPLE, ALL AGES

San Francisco is wonderful in April, join us!  Do you know about the

MacArthur "Genius" award?  Our Friday night banquet speaker, Dr. Geerat

Vermeij, is a recipient of this most prestigious award, because of his

contributions to science.  Talk about full participation, he is the first

blind person to be so honored and he is coming to share his widsom, humor,

and point of view with us.

Phil Hatlen is coming!  Darlene Bogart is doing a tribute to the history of

braille transcribing!  There will be music, comedy, and the comity of ALL

PEOPLE, ALL AGES!

Saturday will feature Joint Action, the Low Incidence Advisory Committee;

a Summit of Concern for our field!

The turnout is already phenomenal; there is something about a conference in

San Francisco that causes this year's amazing enthusiasm.

We will station organizational representatives and innovators in our fields

in strategic locations on Thursday afternoon, so you can say hello and

exchange personal memorabilia/business cards/phone numbers?

Ron Burke says he's never seen such participation this early in exhibits!

Many workshops will be tape recorded; look for the recording folks on the

main conference floor.

Cathedral Hill is centrally located, accessible, with most workshops,

exhibits, and registration on one floor.

Your hard working committee is looking forward to meeting all members.  Come

early and stay late; the price is right.

--Ann Kelt and Mike Cole, Co-Chairs

1996 CTEVH KATIE N. SIBERT MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Congratulation to our 1996 scholarship recipients:

Dean'a Mae Banasky, transcriber, Madera County Office of Education

Evelyn Wright Burnett, educator, Madera County Office of Education

Eileen Howard, educator, Fresno County Office of Education

Mary Lou Martin, transcriber, Contra Costa Braille Transcribers

Joan Schwartz, transcriber, Washoe County School District

Linda Sekiguchi, graduate student, San Francisco State University

Joyce Turner, educator, Iditorod Areas School District

We wish our award winners and their students our best wishes.

Charlene Okamoto

CTEVH KATIE N. SIBERT MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

c/o Oakland Unified School District 

1025 Second Avenue, Portable 16 

Oakland, California 94606

In Memory of Eleanor Scharlin

Family and friends remember Eleanor Scharlin for her contribution and dedication to the

improvement of educational materials for visually impaired students.

Eleanor passed away at her home on February 4, 1997 after a two year struggle with Cancer and

Parkinson's Disease. A native of California, she loved and took great pride in her state. She grew

up in Los Angeles, graduating from John Marshall High School and attended USC. She married

Jack Scharlin in 1940. In 1945 Jack had the opportunity to purchase a small company, which

became The Microfilm Company of California, Inc. Although Eleanor was busy rearing 2 children,

she always made time to help Jack with the business.

Then in the early 60's, Jack and Eleanor took on an endeavor, which would change their lives and

those of many children in California and the rest of the Country. Together they began developing

a new and better format for large print books for the visually impaired. Under the new name of

Library Reproduction Service, they jointly evolved the LRS format, which Jack eventually

patented. In every aspect the LRS Large Print book of today represents their joint effort:

Eleanor's understanding of the needs of visually impaired children, her intuitive instincts of how

best to reach this goal and Jack's technical knowledge. Her inspiration will continue to guide Jack

and her daughter Joan, as they carry on providing large print books for the visually impaired.

Long time supporter and member of CTEVH, one of Eleanor's proudest moments was when she

and Jack received the CTEVH Special Recognition Award in 1987.

Eleanor will be truly missed by her family, which include 2 children, 3 grandchildren, 2 great-grandchildren and friends.

In Memory of Doris Pontac

Doris Pontac, a long time member of CTEVH, passed away on March 7,1997 after a short illness.

Doris was born in New York, and moved to California in the early 1950s.  She and her husband

David were married for over 50 years.

Doris completed the Braille transcribing course from the National Library Serice, Library of

Congress and began her brailling career in 1964.  She completed over 50,000 pages of braille for

the Braille Institute.  For many years she transcribed the braille edition of the CTEVH Journal

(formerly The California Transcriber).  She was the recipient of a Certificate of Appreciation from

CTEVH in March, 1996.

In their retirement years, Doris and her husband resided in Carlsbad, Calilfornia and she provided

braille transcription services to local school programs in San Diego County.  She maintained two

computer systems and two transcribing programs in order to be flexible to meet the needs of the

local schools, the Braille Institute, and work for the CSMT.

At the time of her death she had just completed a braille assignment in the new state mathematics

adoption.

She is survived by her husband David, a sister, brother, and nieces and nephews.

Maxine Loraine Zerman, Braille Mathematics Consultant, Dies

Maxine Loraine Zerman, age sixty-eight, died September 3, 1996.  She had served as Nemeth

braille advisor to NLS since 1985 and also developed the Nemeth proofreading certification test

for NLS.

Mrs. Zerman was certified as a literary braille transcriber in 1978 with a perfect score.  She

received her certification as a mathematics braille transcriber in 1981.

She was a life member of the National Braille Association (NBA), served on its board of

directors, and chaired the Mathematics and Science braille committee.  In 1984 NBA honored

Mrs. Zerman with the Distinguished Service Award for contributing five thousand volunteer

hours, and in 1993 she received NBA's Continuing Service Certificate.

Mrs. Zerman held many offices in her local transcribing group, the Sarasota County Braille

Transcribers, and in the state organization, Visual Aid Volunteers of Florida.  At the time of her

death, she was president of Sarasota County Braille Transcribers and had been named innovator

of the year by the Florida chapter of the Association for Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind

and Visually Impaired (AER).

She presented many workshops for NBA and the California Transcribers and Educators of the

Visually Handicapped (CTEVH).  Memorial donations may be made to the Scholarship Fund,

Visual Aid Volunteers of Florida, c/o Barbara Morgan, 6756 Wisteria Loop, Land o' Lakes, FL

34639.

GENERALLY SPEAKING

POKADOT for IBM-Compatible Computers

MAJOR UPDATE RELEASED:  Version 7.0 of Pokadot has been released and is now available

from the National Braille Association, 3 Townline Circle, Rochester, NY, 14623-2613 for the

usual $5.  Specify disk size needed.  The main changes are outlined below,

FOUR LINES BELOW EDIT LINE ARE VISIBLE:  Editing is now done on the fifth line above

the bottom of the screen instead of at the very bottom.  When returning to edit text that has been

previously brailled the user can see four lines below the edit line in addition to several lines above

it.  This facilitates arranging the text when the amount of indentation desired is influenced by the

following lines, such as in mathematics and music braille.  The F5 function is still available for

instant switching back and forth to see the 25 lines following the edit line in ASCII format.

EASIER TO EDIT ADJACENT LINES:  The cursor will now remain the same distance from the

margin when scrolling from one line to another, and use of the delete function will no longer

cancel "insert" mode.  The combination of these features makes it easier to shift a line of text right

or left as needed and to jump from one line to the other without having to wait to move the cursor

from the left margin.

DISPLAY IS NOW IN COLOR IF DESIRED:  The color of the the display can be selected by

the user from a wide choice.  The dot display can be in one pair of colors and the ASCII display in

a different pair.  The cursor can be in a different color from the text to make it easier to locate by

eye.  The colors selected by the user can be remembered by Pokadot when the user makes a

custom version of the program.

FASTER INSERTION OF NEW LINES OF TEXT:  A new feature eliminates the beeps and

"line too long" interruptions that had occurred when brailling over hyphens and Ctrl(Z)'s.  This

avoids slowing of the brailling speed previously caused by these multiple beeps when inserting

text in space created by use of the Alt(+) function.

BETTER HANDLING OF VERY LONG FILES:  The user is now prevented from creating files

that are longer than 64,000 bytes and instantly warned when that limit is about to be exceeded. 

Previously it was possible to exceed the limit without realizing it and be unable to recover the last

part of text that the user had brailled.  In addition, files longer than 64,000 bytes that were created

by other programs such as Duxbury can now be split automatically by Pokadot and the excess

saved in the word processor section.  The internal Pokadot directory will now show file sizes up

to 131,070 bytes.  Previously it was limited to 65,535 bytes.

OTHER IMPROVEMENTS TO THE TRANSCRIPTION PROGRAM:  There are several other

minor changes and improvements.  One of these is to have the SDFJKL braille keys become the

standard and the XCU,./ keys become the alternate selection.  The word processor will now use

whatever color is selected for the ASCII mode in the braille section and it will have the same

prevention and warning features for very long files as the braille section.  However, editing

continues to be done on the bottom line in it.

IMPROVEMENTS IN THE EMBOSSING PROGRAM:  The embossing program will now be

able to adjust files for embossing in interpoint mode on those embossers with that capability.  A

page will be skipped during embossing at the end of those files that have an odd number of pages

in order to permit the next file to start on the first side of the stock.

Warning of files longer than 64,000 bytes has been added in order to avoid automatic truncation

without the user realizing it.  In addition, it was possible to lockup the 6.02 version when

attempting to emboss automatically all files from a disk containing more than 150 files.  The

lockup has been eliminated and a warning provided instead, though the 150 file limit remains.

--Len Dozier

44OO NW 151st Street

Vancouver, WA 98685

Tel. (360) 574-6167 (Note new area code)

Internet:  lend@pacifier.com

JAC Celebrates 15th Anniversary

Five years ago, we sat down to write an article that summarized our organization's achievements

on the occasion of our 10th anniversary.  We found, to our delight, that the majority of the areas

of concern that had inspired the creation of JAC had been significantly improved, through our

efforts and those of others. (Journal of Visual Impairment and Blindness: Harrell, 1982, and

Pogrund/Ryan/Starleaf-Tayek, 1991).  Sifting through past minutes, position papers, etc. gave us

a better picture of just what we had managed to do, in those years, as well as how and why.  It

gave us an even greater appreciation of what we had accomplished through our united efforts.  In

writing this five-year update, we hope to gain that same perspective.  Has all our hard work paid

off?  We think you will agree, it has.

This has been a difficult 5 years for JAC.  We have gone through many changes, including the loss

of chairpersons and other important JAC leaders. (Texas and Florida have profited from our loss!)

We have had by-laws changes, and even a slight name change, but we have emerged from it all as

an organization that is bigger and hopefully, better then ever.  As the Joint Action Committee Of

Organizations Of And For The Visually Impaired, we have clarified the code by which we

operate, and have grown to more than 25 member organizations, who believe that we can

improve the lives of Californians who are blind or visually impaired, when we all work together.

Aside from these purely organizational changes, we have affected the lives of people who are

visually impaired and the professionals who work on their behalf, in several ways.  We have

published the California Directory of Services and Products for the Visually Impaired, which was

partially funded by a grant from the Hilton-Perkins Foundation.  We have been instrumental in the

passage of legislation that significantly affects students who are functionally blind or have low

vision.  California's "Braille Bill", AB 2445 (Conroy), mandates that all students who are

functionally blind, or have the potential to need instruction in braille, will receive an assessment to

determine the appropriate reading medium, from a teacher who is credentialed to teach students

who are blind or visually impaired.  If the IEP team determines that braille should be taught, a

credentialed teacher of students who are visually impaired shall be the one to provide the

instruction.  Many JAC members worked to help pass SB 181 (Ayala), which states that a student

who has a visual perceptual or visual motor dysfunction (and who has otherwise good acuity),

shall not receive instruction from a teacher of students who are visually impaired.  Nor shall such

students be entitled to low incidence funding for specialized services, equipment, or materials.

We have also fought for the continuation and expansion of low incidence funding, which is critical

to pay for books, equipment, materials, and services for students who have low incidence

disabilities.  There is no other source of funding for these items that is specifically designated for

low incidence students, and without such funding, many students would go without braille and

large print books, specialized technology, and service providers such as transcribers or readers. 

We also must fight to make sure that this fund is used only for low incidence students.  Our

efforts have also gone toward the preservation of the Guide Dog Board and the Orientation

Center for the Blind.  The Orientation Center for the Blind was "saved".  Although the Guide Dog

Board may no longer operate as a separate board, we continue to work on behalf of guide dog

users.  There are now laws punishing offenses against guide dog and cane users, due to legislation

that we supported.  We have also given input at the national level, on the re-authorization of

IDEA and needed elements of future telecommunication legislation.  We have helped preserve

special credentials to teach students who are blind or visually impaired, so that "generic" teachers

would not be deemed appropriate to provide critical specialized instruction.  We have participated

in efforts to improve access to the core curriculum and to all media.  We have also participated in

efforts to reinstate Department of Rehabilitation services to clients who are blind or visually

impaired.

Finally, what are our plans for the future?  We are establishing a Speakers Bureau (members

willing to speak about JAC, about the issues facing individuals who are blind or visually impaired,

and about ways that the community-at-large can help in our efforts).  Also, in an effort to clarify

and focus on the current and future needs of visually impaired citizens, throughout California, we

are spearheading a "California Summit on Blindness and Visual Impairment" to be held in

conjunction with the 1997 Conference of California Transcribers and Educators of the Visually

Handicapped (CTEVH), in San Francisco.  From this summit we plan to take action to improve

the lives of children and adults with visual impairments, through strategic planning and legislation.

In a special effort to assist individuals who are newly diagnosed with a vision loss, we are trying

to reach as many eye specialists (ophthalmologists and optometrists) as possible. Our goal is to

help provide much needed information about services and other resources, available throughout

California.  We know that eye specialists are the first people to whom individuals with visual

impairments turn, for answers to the many questions pertaining to vision loss.

We are proud of the achievements in our past, and excited by the possibilities in our future

What will we be writing about for our 20th anniversary?  We can't wait to find out!

--Jane Vogel, Chairperson and

--Laurie Starleaf-Tayek, Vice-Chairperson

1996 Copyright Law

In the new 1996 Copyright law there are some provisions which tell us what to do regarding

copyright permission.  Source: NLS Publication December 1996

The law is effective for all approved works transcribed after September 16, 1996.

1.  This law does not apply to:

a.  Standardized, secure, or norm-referenced tests and related testing material;

b.  Computer programs, except the part in conventional human language;

c.  Dramatic works and music

d.  Reproduction into large print or 2-track recordings

2.  The publication must be covered by US copyright law including works first published abroad,

but which are reproduced and distributed in the US.

3.  The copied work must "bear a notice that further reproduction or distribution in a format other

than a specialized format is an infringement."

4.  The work must include a copyright notice identifying the copyright owner and the date of the

original publication.

5.  The work must be reproduced in special format by an "authorized entity" which includes

governmental agencies and non profit organizations whose "primary mission is to provide such

specialized services." This also includes individuals working for such organizations.

6.  The phrase "All rights reserved" no longer needs to be included on our title pages.

Pending altered instructions from NLS, here is a proposed copyright section for our title pages. 

With Permission of the Publisher

John Doe, Inc. 

Copyright, 1996, 1990, 1985, by

John Doe, Inc.

New York

Any further reproduction and distribution in a format other than a specialized format is an

infringement.

ISBN:0-000-0000-0

Joint Action Committee

JAC Calendar

April

3 - 6 - California Council of the Blind Conference, in Sacramento.  For further information, call

(818) 557-6372. 

17 - 19 - California Transcribers and Educators of  the Visually Handicapped Conference, to be

held at the Cathedral Hill Hotel, in San Francisco.  For further information call 510-942-0270.

17 - 19 California Summit on Blindness and Visual Impairment, to be held concurrently with

CTEVH.  For further information, call Jane Vogel, JAC Chair, at (714) 968-2259. 

19 - Joint JAC/LIDAC Meeting during the closing session of CTEVH, in San Francisco.  For

further information, call Jane Vogel, JAC Chair, at (714) 968-2259.  Copy due for MC. 

26 - Visa-Nova Home Antiques and Collectibles Sale in Pasadena, from 8 AM to 5 PM.

May

3 - LIDAC meeting to be held in Sacramento.  For further information, call Jane Vogel, JAC

Chair, at (714) 968-2259. 

3 - RFB & D is having their Record-a-Thon at their Hollywood Studio.  Public is invited. 

8 - 10 - AERLift, AER's Leadership Training Workshop, will be held in St. Louis, MO. 

17 - CAOMS North, meeting at San Francisco State University, from 9:00 - 12:00.  Speaker to be

announced.

17 - CAOMS South General Meeting at Cal State Los Angeles--speaker to be decided.  For

further information, call Barbara Petersmeyer at (818) 790-4452.

19 - "Functional Vision Assessment,"' a seminar to be presented at CSB, in Fremont, CA, by

CSB,  BBF, CAPVI.  NCAER, and Parents/Friends Assoc. of CSB.  Seminar will feature

presentations on the optometrist's role, theory, and some "hands-on" assessment of a client.  For

further information, see notice included in this issue.

June

6 - 9 - National conference on Deafblindness, "The Individual in a Changing Society." Conference

is sponsored by the Conrad Hilton Foundation, and will be held at the Washington Hilton and

Towers, Washington, D. C. Conference will focus on the needs and rights of people who are

deafblind. and how these needs are affected by a changing and developing society.  For further

information, call (617) 972-7228 (9 AM - 5 PM EST, weekdays). 

8 - CAOMS South Walk-a-Thon fundraiser, to be held in Newport Beach, based at the Fazzi

home.  Contact Vince Fazzi (818) 790-1558.

 21 - JAC meeting to be held in Los Angeles.  For further information, call Jane Vogel, JAC

Chair, at (714) 968-2259.

July

9 - 12 - AER Southwest Regional Conference, in Scottsdale, AZ.

September

20 - LIDAC meeting to be held in Southern California. For further information. call Jane

Vogel, JAC Chair, at (714) 968-2259.

27 - JAC meeting. For location, call Jane Vogel, JAC Chair, at (714) 968-2259.

1998 EVENTS

July

1 - 6 - The 9th International Mobility Conference, entitled "O & M Moving into the Twenty-First

Century," will be held in Atlanta,  Georgia.  Sponsored by the Department of Veterans Affairs

Rehab R & D Program, the conference will be housed at the Atlanta Hilton & Towers.  For

further information, call Bruce Blasch, Ph.D., (404) 321-5828 or e-mail:

BEARCONSUL@AOL.COM 

7 - 12 - AERBVI will hold its biannual conference in Atlanta, Georgia.

The Califomia Summit on Blindness and Visual Impairment:  Putting It All Together

This year CTEVH will sponsor the California Summit on Blindness and Visual Impairment

designed to receive input from you about today's critical issues unique to Californians.  It is an

attempt to take a closer look at California's specific needs in light of the adoption of the National

Agenda.  The results of this process will form the foundation from which positive changes will

occur.  Your participation will help shape the future for all people of all ages who experience

visual impairments.

How can you participate?  You are a member of the community and invited to be a voice in

shaping education and rehabilitation services in California.  The range of your participation in the

California Summit at this CTEVH Conference is wide and varied.  We hope that you will  ...

1.  Write your ideas, questions, comments, concerns, and solutions to problems on the brightly

colored "California Summit Critical Issues Response Sheet" provided at each workshop.

2.  Attend one or more of the workshops along the California Summit strand.

3.  Attend Saturday afternoons' JAC-LIDAC round-up session where the issues and possible

solutions will be presented and discussed.

Who is the community leadership?  CTEVH and the Low Incidence Disability Action Committee

(LIDAC have endorsed the effort of the Joint Action Committee of Organizations Of and For the

Visually Impaired (JAC) to create this forum which has been named the California Summit on

Blindness and Visual Impairment.  JAC is a 15-year-old coalition of blind adults, parents,

professionals, agencies, and providers of aids and technology who work together to improve the

lives of blind and visually impaired persons.  The twenty-five organizations that are part of the

JAC were given the responsibility to spearhead an effort to help identify the critical issues that

currently exist in California that affect the lives of individuals who are blind or visually impaired. 

Each year JAC and LIDAC meet on Saturday afternoon at the CTEVH Conference.  This year's

meeting will serve as the round-up session to bring your ideas together in the California Summit

forum.

The CTEVH Conference stimulates us to be the best we can be.  It is a place where we meet old

and new friends and brainstorm about our work.  As we capture critical issues and ideas in our

conversation, we will convey them to the California Summit leadership before they evaporate into

the San Francisco fog.

The Joint Action Committee Of Organizations Of  and For The Visually Impaired (J.A.C.) is

offering the following items in return for your donation:

1)  For a $12 donation you will receive a metal license plate frame which reads "DRIVER

READS BRAILLE". (To receive more than one frame, you should donate $9.50 x the number of

frames you would like.  This includes the shipping and handling charges.)

2)  For a donation of $17.50, you will receive a leather (hand-tooled & personalized) guide dog

leash, shipping and handling are included.

3)  For a $3 donation, you will receive a leather keychain with braille dots (please specify initial). 

This includes shipping and handling.

4)  For a $5 donation, you will receive leather teardrop earrings with braille dots for first and last

initials (please specify initials).  This includes shipping and handling.

5)  For a $15 donation, you will receive a copy of our new California Directory of Services and

Products for the Visually Impaired, in either regular print, large print, Braille, or DOS computer

disk format.  For another $2.50, we will include a loose leaf binder to hold the print directory. 

Your donation includes shipping and handling.

Please send your order, along with your donation to:

Wendy Cate

J.A.C Fundraising Chairperson

5307 Cortolane Dr.

La Crescenta, CA 91214

(818) 248-7285

License frames: Number _________                     Total $_________

Directory:   Number Regular Print _____

Number Large Print _____

Number Braille_____

Number DOS diskettes_____                               Total $_________

Binders: Number _____                                       Total $_________

Leashes: Number_____                                        Total $_________

                                                                             Total Donation $_____

Personalization for leash:__________________________________________________

Initial for leather keychain:__________ Initials for teardrop earrings: _______________

Name:___________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:___________________________________________

Phone: (____)___________________

Functional Vision Assessment

On Monday, May 19, 1997, The California School for the Blind, Blind Babies Foundation, 

California Association of Parents of the Visually Impaired, Northern California Association for

Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired, and Parents and Friends

Association of the California School for the Blind are planning to present Functional Vision

Assessment.

This seminar will feature presentations on the optometrist's role in functional vision assessment,

theory of functional vision assessment, and a "hands-on experience" during which participants will

participate in assessing a client.

For more information call or write Stephen A. Goodman, California School for the Blind, 500

Walnut Avenue, Fremont, CA 94536.  (510) 794-3800 x2l0, FAX (510) 794-3813. 

E-mail:  SGoodman@supreme.cde.gov.

INTERNATIONAL FILE

FIMA Institute for Disabled Society

Dear Sir / Madam,

With honour to state that we are the standing group for serving the blind, deaf-blind, partially-

sighted and visually impaired person.  The reading and listening formats are video, cassette,

moon-type, largeprint, Braille books and letter press.  English, Bengali and Hindi languages are

common for us.

FIDS services are free to all and world wide services;  we have planned for expansion of disabled

network.  In this regard, you are kindly requested to help us with opportunities that can Empower

people those who are disabled both economically and socially.

We would be grateful to you for considering our free subscription.  It is very useful and

requesting you to enlist us for more copy each issue on a regular basis.  If you have the back

copies of it for any year, please send them for us.

All type of literature and regular journals and general interests including religious subjects shall be

helpful for gaining our knowledge and experience.  Such as the any kinds of used books,

magazines, journals, audio literature, braille and print computer, braille printing press, braille and

print type writer, braille watch, braille transistor, perkins brailler, cassette player and recorder, CD

player and records, talking book recorder and player, talking watch and calculator, white stick,

writing frame, spectacles frame and any useful materials and equipment of disabled people.

We want to publish our needs in the magazine stated above.  Could you please help us in the

matter?  This notice will support us to collect some materials.  Kindly advise your friend circle,

colleague and readers to donate their additional matterials for our library as gift by surface mail

under the title (free matter for the blind or handicapped).

Our new maling address is

M. Milon. Secretary and Chief Librarian

F. I. D. S.

12/E, 5/6, P. 0. Box- 8104, Mirpur

Dhaka - 1221, Bangladesh

We would be grateful for your kind donation of used books, magazines, journals, materials and

equipments. We shall look forward for your kind response

God bless you,

M. MILON

Secretary and Chief Librarian

N. B : If you donate money to our organization? please send them by money-order.           

LET'S SHARE RESOURCES

National Braille Literacy Mentor Project Provides Help for Teachers of People who are Blind or

Visually Impaired

ATLANTA - The American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) National Braille Literacy Mentor

Project is a resource that provides information, resources, and one-on-one support for teachers of

braille and for those teachers who have students who are blind or visually impaired in their

classrooms.

Only 21 states offer personnel preparation programs for teachers of visually impaired students,

and there is evidence of a severe shortage of teachers to work with these children, who are spread

throughout the country--and may be the only students in their schools who are blind.  Teachers of

visually impaired students therefore often work itinerantly, and cover a wide geographical area

with a large caseload.  They are often isolated from other teachers who work with blind children

and have few opportunities to confer, ask advice, and share experiences.  It is for these reasons

that AFB has developed the National Braille Literacy Mentor Project, which is designed to meet

the needs of these teachers and their students.

The backbone of the project is the Teacher/Mentor Network, which consists of hundreds of

teachers nationwide who have volunteered to serve as mentors to fellow members of their

profession who are encountering problems with or who have concerns about teaching braille. 

Partnerships are established based on specific areas of concern and, wherever possible, geographic

location.  These partnerships are tracked by project staff to insure that needs and goals are being

met.

In addition to the partnership program, teachers of braille can find solutions to specific problems

by requesting an "SOS" - "Strategies Of Success" - which draws on the expertise of braille users

who have volunteered their services to provide answers to these problems.

Once teachers become participants in the National Braille Literacy Mentor Project, they are

placed on the mailing list to receive the DOTS for Braille Literacy newsletter.  DOTS

(Development Of Teacher Support) is a quarterly publication containing current information on

products, resources and issues of interest to teachers of braille.  The newsletter also provides a

forum for readers to find questions of common concern asked and answered.  DOTS is available

in print, braille, on disk, or on the Internet at http://www.afb.org/afb.

Another resource for teachers seeking assistance is an electronic mail list, brl-help.  This mailing

list is open to those who wish to ask specific questions about braille instruction or the students to

whom they teach braille; to respond to requests for information; to share successful strategies that

have worked in teaching braille; or to discuss resources and materials that are available.  Those

wishing to subscribe to the list should send an e-mail message to majordomo@afb.org and place

<subscribe brl-help> as the text in the body of the message.  Subscribers receive a message that

they have been added to the list, and are then given further instructions.  For more information

about any of these projects or to request a mentor, contact the AFB National Braille Literacy

Mentor Project, 100 Peachtree Street, Suite 620, Atlanta, GA 30303; telephone (404) 525-2303,

fax (404) 659-6957, e-mail blmit@af`b.org.

The American Foundation for the Blind--the agency to which Helen Keller devoted over 40 years

of her life--is a national, nonprofit organization whose mission is to enable people who are blind

or visually impaired to achieve equality of access and opportunity that will ensure freedom of

choice in their lives.  Celebruting its 75th anniversary in 1996, AFB is headquartered in New York

City and maintains offices in Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, San Francisco, and Washington, DC.

Sensory Safari

Touch, Feel, and Hear The Animals of the World

10:00 a.m. to 2:00  p.m., Saturday, April 26, 1997

1667 Miramonte Avenue, Mountain View, CA 

Sponsored by the Safari Club International, San Francisco Bay Area Chapter

The "Sensory Safari" is a unique and exciting educational program dedicated to

maximizing wildlife awareness among blind or vision impaired people, sponsored

by the Safari Club International San Francisco Bay Area Chapter. Each

participant will go through a short orientation outlining what they will be

doing. Afterwards escorts will take them through the African and North

American exhibits. Parents, family members, teachers, etc. are welcome to

accompany the participants. There will be about 25 main stations and each

station will be manned by someone knowledgeable about that particular animal.

While learning about the animals and their habitats, participants will be able

to touch and feel each animal. Audios will also be used to experience animal

sounds. There will be some live animals available. All exhibits are museum

quality. There will also be a potpourri exhibit featuring various animals and

their horns, antlers, skulls, hooves, tails, hides, furs, teeth, etc. When

finished with all stations in the two main exhibit rooms, they will be

escorted to a room for refreshments, souvenirs and a question and answer

period. The entire program should take about two hours and the potpourri room

can be browsed for as long as they like. There is no charge involved and the

first session will be at 11:00 a.m. sharp and will continue until all are

completed. Our event and facility are designed to accomodate multi-handicapped

as well.

For more information please call Paula Bullock at 415-3687-4131 (day), 415-348-0808

(evenings) or email: www.JBULL123@aol.com.

Employment Opportunities

Teaching Positions Available

Several teaching positions may be available in the West Contra Costa Unified School

District (San Francisco East Bay area).

Summer School, 1997 Positions:

O & M Specialist

VI Teacher, Special Day Class

VI Teacher, Itinerant

School Year, 1997-98

Position: O & M/VI or O & M Specialist, Itinerant

For more information contact Sue Loy, Natalie Knott, Jean Olmstead, or Karen Yamamoto at the

spring conference or call 510-222-1430 during school hours.

^   ^   ^   ^

January 6, 1997

Position:   Rehabilitation Teacher; dual certification in Orientation & Mobility preferred

Duties:   Essential functions of the job are to train and guide visually impaired individuals through

courses of instruction designed to help them carry out daily living tasks.  Provide center based and

itinerant instruction in skills, including but not limited to: home and personal management,

communication skills and organizational skills.  Provide full range of Orientation & Mobility

instruction, if certified.

Requirements:   B.A. plus 2 years of experience or M.A.; A.E.R. certification

Compensation:   B.A. salary range - $21,757 to $26,437 

M.A. salary range - $23,982 to $29,141

Excellent benefits package

POSITION WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL FILLED

Send resume to, or for more information contact:

Don O'Hair

Professional Services Director

Society for the Blind

2750 24th Street

Sacramento, CA 95818-3299

(916) 452-8271 x 303

New Arizona Brailler Repair Service Open To Public

As a mutual support project, the Arizona Instructional Resource Center (AIRC) at the Foundation

for Blind Children in Phoenix, and the Mohave Treatment Programs Department at the Arizona

State Prison Complex at Douglas (ASPC-D) jointly have opened a new Perkins Brailler Repair

Service.

The service got off the ground in August 1995 and has been working with such tremendous

success that it is now ready to go public.  The "Arizona Brailler Repair Service" is now available

to anybody in the country.  In a small, festive celebration in Douglas last spring, the final details

were agreed upon between the two agencies. To date, 104 braillers have been repaired and

serviced,  and customer satisfaction is excellent.

"We already entertain a very functional Braille Group at ASPC-D which works solely to our

students' benefit," says Inge Durre.  "That's why it came quite natural to tap into the resources of

our Douglas friends when it came to setting up our own Arizona Brailler Repair Service."

The brailler repair service is administered by the AIRC, with the actual repair taking place in

Douglas.  Top-notch but inexpensive maintenance and repair (a $15 flat fee for labor) with a 6-month warranty is guaranteed as part of the excellent service offered to anyone in the country. 

Turn-around time is approximately 2 weeks.  Only if unusual parts need to be ordered from

Massachussetts will the repair time be longer, since the more common replacement parts are held

on stock at ASPC-D.

For more information, or to send your Perkins for service, contact the AIRC at

The Foundation for Blind Children, 1235 E. Harmont Drive, Phoenix, AZ 85020.  Phone 602-331-1470.

--Inge Durre, Director, AIRC

Foundation for Blind Children

Winners of the LRS Wacky Words Contest!

LRS recently sponsored a Wacky Words Contest that was open to all VI students within the state

of California.  The deadline for entries was January 15, 1997. Many entries were received, but

only five could be chosen as the lucky winners. Winners were chosen, based on originality and

creativity. It was a hard task for the judges because all entries received were good. The five

winners are as follows:

1)  Elizabeth Poz/Stoner Avenue Elementary School, Culver City

2)  Jasen Nixon/Anderson School, Dixon

3)  Kevin Owens/Elmira School, Vacaville

4)  Chase Maier/Deer Creek School, Nevada City

5)  Hector Martoral/Hilltop Middle School, Chula Vista

One LARGE PRINT book will be awarded to each winner's school, and ALL submissions will be

incorporated in the LRS puzzle, and distributed at the upcoming CTEVH Conference, April 17-19th in San Francisco! Thanks to all those who participated!

"No Ordinary Dog"

A children's book, "No Ordinary Dog", by Mary Wilson, tells the story of a boy who becomes shy

and lonely after his family moves to California.  The only thing that gives him confidence is raising

a guide-dog puppy.  The book spans a two-year period, from adoption to graduation.

A member of the Public Affairs staff at Pomona College, Wilson is a graduate of Southern Illinois

University-Carbondale.  She has been interested in assistant dogs for the past eight years, and

conducted the research for her book at Guide Dogs of the Desert in Palm Springs, a non-profit

organization that breeds, trains and matches guide dogs with visually impaired individuals.

For more information, call (909) 621-8146.

NEWS OF GROUPS

Mt. Diablo Transcribers have elected new officers: President, Kenneth Henry, 380 Cordilia Way,

Walnut Creek, CA 94595; Vice President, Mrs. Mildred Day; Secretary/Treasurer, MaryAnn

Schindler; Coordinator/Instructor, Betty Osborne.  They extend their congratulations to Arlene

Terris and Maria A. Galindo, who recently received their Library of Certifications in Literary

Braille.

Volunteers of Vacaville have a new Officer in Charge: Dave Boult, Staff Supervisor.

Oakmont Visual Aids Workshop may be contacted at 707-539-8030 or 707-538-0134.

San Fernando Valley Braille Transcribers have elected new officers: Vice President, Minerva

Arthur; Secretary, Sally Saunders; Treasurer, Hans Posin.

Beach Cities Braille Guild has a new Chairperson: Dixie Heins, 15192 Marne Circle, Irvine, CA

92604.  714-559-0758.

z   z   z   z

Braille Classes Available

Mt. Diablo Transcribers: Classes in Literary Braille, held at 1700 Oak Park Blvd., Pleasant Hill,

CA 94523,  instructor Betty Osborne.  For more information call 510-937-5173 (9-4:30), 510-934-4730 (6-9 P.M.)

z   z   z   z

Interesting Transcriptions

The Braille Institute has the following transcription available for purchase: The Backwards

Watch, by eric Houghton, Copyright 1991, 1 volume, $4.20; Many Moons, by James Thurber,

Copyright 1970, 1 volume, $4.40; Grandfather Tang's Story, by Ann Tompert, Copyright 1990, 1

volume, $5.60.   Please send orders to Braille Institute Press, 741 North Vermont Avenue, Los

Angeles, CA 90029.

Beach Cities Braille Guild has various Goosebumps titles available; they also have Having Our

Say - Delaney Sisters, Copyright 1994, 5 volumes.  These items are available for purchase.  Please

call 714-969-7992 for prices.

San Fernando Valley Braille Transcribers have the following available: Mexican Cooking for

Beginners - More Than 65 Recipes for the Eager Cooko, by Helene Siegel, Harper Collins Inc,

Copyright 1993, 3 volumes; The Angel Gang, by Tom Hickey, St. Martin's Press, Copyright

1994, 3 volumes; Goosebumps - The Haunted Mask, by R. L. Stine, Scholastic Inc., Copyright

1993, 1 volume; Don Quixote de la Mancha - An Intermediate Textbook, by Miguel de

Cervantes, Teachers Discovery, Copyright 1992, 1 volume; The Art of Screenwriting Simplified,

by W. E. N. Screenwriter Associates, Bawn Publishing Inc., Copyright 1995, 2 volumes; Growing

Up in Hollywood, by Robert Parrish, Little, Brown & Co., Copyright 1976, 4 volumes; The Well

- David's Story, by Mildred D. Taylor, Dial Books for Young readers, Copyright 1995, 2

volumes; The Pushcart War, by Jean Merrill, Bantam Doubleday Dell Publishing Group Inc.,

Copyright 1964, 2 volumes; This Boy's Life, a memoir by Tobias Wolff, Harper & Row,

Copyright 1989, 3 volumes; De Radiante Mar a Mar - Estudios Sociales, by Beverly J. Armento,

Gary B. Nash, Christopher L. Salter and Karen K. Wixson, Houghton Mifflin Co., Copyright

1922, 5 volumes.   These materials are available through the Braille Institute Press, 741 N.

Vermont Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90029.

OUR SPECIALISTS SAY

MUSIC

TRANSCRIBING FOR THE CLASSIC GUITARIST

In the Spring issue of the NBA Bulletin, I have presented an article on transcribing for the classic

guitarist. A brief description of the content could be stated as, "transcribing closely to the print

copy vs. the sighted performer/transcriber's interpretation."  As a guitarist and teacher,  I found

that I was able to transcribe rather tricky guitar music in a way that would require less re-construction of fingering patterns (bars and half-bars, etc.) after reading in-accords. Notes could

be added before the in-accord to "set up" the fingering patterns, then shown in their actual value

after the in-accord. If you transcribe music for classic guitar, you may find the article quite

helpful. The example below will give you some idea of the principle.

(Please place artwork "A" here)

Though a good idea from a guitarist's viewpoint, not all transcribers are guitarists. More

importantly, we end up with a more readable transcription that looks nothing like the original

print!  Many students being trained in braille music disciplines will eventually go on to teaching

careers and will work with sighted pupils. It is, therefore, essential for them that the print is

carefully and accurately represented. After considerable input from our blind college-level

students, I have decided that it is still best to "do it like the print." After advancing to a higher

level guitaristically, one student has found that she is quite able to view her music vertically as the

print would show, while reading the horizontal braille line. I have, therefore, humbly decided not

to "re-invent the wheel," at least not yet.

However!!  Guitar Transcription and Common Sense

I must reluctantly admit that printed guitar music has proven itself to be, in many cases,  

carelessly and often unmusically presented. In most cases, phrase marks which are abundant in

piano music and enormously helpful for assembly by the blind reader, are usually non-existent in

guitar music. One must have the musical depth of a virtuoso to see the phrase structure and

thematic content of even first level music. Over-editing is generously provided and fingerings are

stated and re-stated, making a basic transcription virtually a jungle of signs. (would anyone care to

re-define the meaning of the term "idiomatic?")

In the sample guitar measures below, you will see the fingerings "1-0-1" repeated unnecessarily

(particularly on bars 28-31). One can easily see the nightmare this causes the reader in the braille

transcription. In addition, the reader is subjected to reading the same three sixteenth-notes over

and over again, not to mention redundancy of left hand fingerings in measure 27 which is nothing

more than a sequential pattern . For a guitarist already faced with impractical print music, this

kind of transcription can produce nothing short of a braille quagmire! 

(Please place artwork "B" here)

A simple solution to the problem without compromising the print facsimile, is given in the second

sample below. Here we see the first sixteenth-note shown as a rest, with the remaining three

sixteenth-notes of the beat followed by part-measure repeats. Notice the doubling of the string

sign in measure 26 immediately following the in-accord. (In print, a string number is shown

circled.) The quarter-note shown with the first sixteenth note in the group is simply placed alone

in the in-accord part with its own fingering. One need not look far to see the reduction of

complexity and the elimination of unnecessary, repetitive over-editing. A blind guitar teacher

would have no trouble using this kind of braille reproduction, as it would still represent the print

musically and accurately. 

(Please place artwork "C" here)

A further implication of this kind of presentation can be seen in the example of the

 "irregular grouping" of five notes, below. If this single-note pattern went on for several measures

(as it often does in tremolo notation), imagine the mess we could make of the braille if the first

sixteenth-note of the group was presented before the in-accord!

(Please place artwork "D" here)

In these examples, we are able to present the music in a way as to preserve the integrity (if

 such a term can be suitable) of the print music, and yet present a concise and readable guitar

transcription. When transcribing guitar music, a transcriber must retain a special awareness of the

inconsistencies not often found in other kinds of music. We must deal with the dichotomy of

presenting a reasonable print facsimile, while "filtering out" that which complicates the reading

process--a problem quite common in guitar transcription.

If you have questions regarding guitar transcription, don't hesitate to contact me at Southern

California Conservatory of Music. If necessary, I will call on the NBA Music Committee for

further consultation regarding any music braille questions you may have. Our new CTEVH Music

Committee in combination with the NBA Committee is always available to help.

Contact:

Richard Taesch, SCCM Braille Music Division

8711 Sunland Blvd., Sun Valley, CA 91352

Phone: 818-767-6554; Fax: 818-768-6242

E-mail: sccm@interserv.com  

Guide to Blank Lines in Textbooks

Correction

Rule I Sec. 2(3)(d)(ii) refers to leaving a blank line after a print page indicator when there is a

transition between regular text and/or quoted material between print pages.

Rule V Sec. 18b applies to all headings which follow a print page indicator--no blank line is left

between the indicator and the heading.  

Therefore, when the preceding print page ends with quoted material, the heading on the following

page is a clear indication of the transition.

--Alice McGary,

Textbook Format Committee

DON'T BE A PAIN IN THE PERKINS

Recent Changes in Copyright Law

One of the necessary but bothersome chores involved in transcribing -writing to publishers,

authors, or other copyright holders for official consent to transcribe that work in another medium,

for use by the blind -- is no longer required, with the signing into law by the President of Public

Law 104-197, 104th Congress, H.R. 3754, September 16, 1996.

This allows nonprofit agencies, including government services, to produce special-format books

and magazines without first obtaining permission from the copyright holder.

To quote the exact wording amending Chapter 1 of title 17, United States Code:

Sec. 121.  Limitations on exclusive rights; reproduction for blind or other people with disabilities

(a)Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 710, it is not an infringement of copyright

for an authorized entity to reproduce or to distribute copies or phonorecords of a previously

published, nondramatic literary work if such copies or phonorecords are reproduced or distributed

in specialized formats exclusively for use by blind or other persons with disabilities.

(b)(1) Copies or phonorecords to which this section applies shall

(A)  not be reproduced or distributed in a format other than a specialized format exclusively for

use by blind or other persons with disabilities;

(B)  bear a notice that an further re reduction or distribution in a format other than a specialized

format is an infringement; and 

  include a copyright notice identifying the copyright owner and the date of the original

publication.

(2)  The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to standardized, secure, or norm-referenced

tests and related testing material, or to computer programs, except the portions thereof that are in

conventional human language (including descriptions of pictorial works) and displayed to users in

the ordinary course of using the computer programs.

  For purposes of this section, the term--

(1)  'authorized entity' means a nonprofit organization or a governmental agency that has a

primary mission to provide specialized services relating to training, education, or adaptive reading

or information access needs of blind or other persons with disabilities;

(2)  'blind or other persons with disabilities' means individuals who are eligible or who may qualify

in accordance with the Act entitled "An Act to provide books for the adult blind", approved

March 3, 1931 (2 U.S.C> 135a; 46 Stat. 1487) to receive books and other publications produced

in specialized formats; and

(3)  'specialized formats' means braille, audio, or digital text which is exclusively for use by blind

or other persons with disabilities.

School transcribers and educators, and volunteer transcribers, are now permitted to produce

nondramatic literary works in braille or Libraryof-Congress format tape-recording without

requesting consent.

This does not apply to works under copyright from any other country.  And plays or other

dramatic works will also still require the formal consent forms.

Large print, and standard 2-track tape recordings, still require formal consent forms.

And commercial producers of braille will also have to request copyright consent.

(I recall the first anthology of poetry done by the San Gabriel Valley Braille Guild many years

ago.  We had to write a separate letter for each poem! only one problem arose, when the heirs of

Joyce Kilmer wanted a $50 fee for permission to include "Trees".  We wrote back explaining that

we couldn't afford it, and instead of the poem the braille edition would have a paragraph

explaining why it was omitted.... The consent arrived by return mail!)

There will have to be a change on all braille title pages.  Proposed wording would replace the

current line

With Permission of the Publishers

with two braille lines reading

Further reproduction or distribution in other

than a specialized format is prohibited.

Thanks are expressed to Mary Lou Stark, Acting Head of the Braille Development Section of

NLS, and to Oral Miller, Executive Director of the American Council of the Blind, for their

cooperation in providing this information.

BRAILLE IN BRIEF - NEW JUMBO (LARGE CELL) EDITION UNDER WAY

The long-time favorite instruction manual for eager new adult braille readers is, of course, still

being produced and sold by APH. (It takes the reader from the very beginning through Grade 2 in

less than 60 braille pages, and has facing pages in print.) It has also been used as an excellent

review for teen-age and adult readers.

It has been available in Jumbo Braille (for the touch-impaired) from Braille Institute's Press Dept.

for many years, from a Perkins master.  Now that Beach Cities Braille Guild is able to produce

"Sharp-Dot Jumbo" (corresponding to Perkins Large-Cell Braille) with the Micro Braille

Program, a new master is in process. (The cell-size and the spacing of dots within the cell, as well

as spacing across the line, are the same as old-fashioned Jumbo-Dot Braille, but the actual dots

themselves are much pointier, for a sharper sense-impression.)

Although generally it's not a suitable medium for children because the "spaciness" of the medium

makes good horizontal tracking motion impossible, there have been special cases of multiply-handicapped youngsters with neurological problems affecting their sense of touch, for whom the

teacher may wish to try Large Cell Braille, when all efforts with standard braille are unsuccessful.

The last few pages of Braille in Brief contain highly condensed rules for the reader, which were

closely checked to be sure it is in conformity with all the BANA changes of the last 20-plus years. 

The new Jumbo edition, to our astonishment, will require only one change; Rule 19,

Abbreviations, will become 19.A, giving the old rule about placing the abbreviation before the

number sign.  The new 19.B will state:

Most braille produced after 1994 follows print format.

Isn't it amazing how this brilliant man condensed the rules for braille readers into a very few pages

that contain the very essence of literary braille even as it stands today.  The Teacher's Manual, and

the booklet with a complete list of all the contractions, will remain unchanged.

THE BRAILLE ENTHUSIAST'S DICTIONARY

That's the title of a new publication which presents two columns on a page showing the print

word with all its syllable divisions, followed by the whole word in simulated braille.

dis-ac-cord

dis-ac-cus-tom

dis-ad-van-tage

dis-as-so-ci-ate

dis-as-ter

dis-as-trous

4a3ord

4a3u/om

4advantage

4associate

4a/}

4a/r|s

The Braille Enthusiast's Dictionary is available from

SCALARS Publishing

P.O. Box 158123

Nashville, TN 37215-8123

Phone 615-371-0205.

Price:  paperback $45.00 + $2.50 S&H; Library Ed. $55.00 + $3.00 S&H.

It is a weighty tome (8-1/2 x 11 x 1-1/2 inches, about 3 pounds, for almost 550 pages.) _Having

the syllable-divisions is handy, but as it only lists words which are a braille challenge, you're still

going to need either a good standard dictionary, or the new edition of Webster's New World

Speller/Divider.

GRADE ONE BRAILLE: WHO NEEDS IT?

With the arrival of multi-handicapped visually-impaired youngsters in all our schools, there are

some who may never be able to read standard braille.  Rather than giving up and turning solely to

auditory books, some teachers are trying out Grade One braille with their students.

As transcribers, we are of course willing to produce whatever our educators request -- anything

that will help produce some degree of literacy.

Jane Vogel, Consultant to West Orange County Consortium for Special Education, had a newly-blind 11-year-old girl who was a reluctant braille reader, to put it mildly.  Jane apparently recalled

the old saying about catching flies with honey rather than vinegar, and had us produce a Grade-One joke book for kids, which turned the reluctant student into an avid reader who even asked

permission to take the book along to camp in the summer.

Some questions have arisen, and educator feedback would be greatly appreciated.  These

youngsters have highly specialized needs, and the educator's specific requests will make it easier

for the transcriber to produce a custom-tailored transcription.

Letter sign: it is not needed when a letter stands alone.  But it becomes necessary when a number

and a letter appear together, unspaced, or separated by a hyphen; e.g. Room 2b or Room 2-b.

Question: should it be used when the letter comes first, as in:  Room b-2?

Italic sign: should it be avoided for all your MH students? or should its use or non-use be custom-tailored for the specific child?  If your particular student has great difficulty reading italics:

Questions: Have you any alternate suggestions?  Double caps for emphasis?  Quotes for titles of

books?  Other?

Quotation marks: should the one-cell quotes always be the outer quotes and the two-cell quotes

only used for inner quotes?

Line spacing: If your student has tracking problems, how about every-other-line?

Creative guidance by aware educators is, as always, warmly welcomed by the transcriber. 

Turning a non-reader into an enthusiastic reader of customized materials delights the teacher, the

student, the transcriber and the student's family.

(At present these "tailored transcriptions" are not stated as such on their title pages, nor are they

entered in the APH listings.  Is it possible that such transcriptions might be useful to other

educators as well, if all deviations from standard format were clearly stated in an accompanying

listing in print?)

Feedback from educators will be warmly welcomed.  Help us to help you and your special

students more efficiently.

-- Norma L. Schecter

CTEVH Literary Braille Specialist

Textbook Format Code Book Available

At long last the revision of the Textbook Format will be available very soon, If it isn't already.  It

represents ten years of effort and is well worth the wait.  It will be available from APH for $18,

both print and braille.  I believe this is the first time that the prices have been the same for both

formats.  As soon as possible, please send for your copy which will include the present Tables

Code book as well.

Eventually BANA hopes to have a lesson course for Textbook Format, but in the meantime, your

specialists are here to help you.  We will start at the beginning of the book with Rule 1 (notice the

use of arabic numerals, not roman), explaining the changes and giving examples.  The pre-formatted new state adoptions will reflect any rule changes, so don't be surprised if you find some

formatting different than usual.

Please feel free to phone, write,or e-mail me or the other members of the committee.  My e-mail is

akelt@juno.com.

--Ann Kelt

COMPUTER CORNER

(Perkins User Alert)

The purpose of this issue's Computer Corner is to showcase one of the easiest to learn and

use, but perhaps less widely known, programs for braille transcribing --- the ED-IT PC.

I was introduced to braille transcribing on a computer through the CTEVH computer loan

program.  The transition from Perkins to computer is still fresh in my mind and I hope that this

column will be of particular interest to any transcriber who is thinking about trying a computer,

just starting out on computer, or certain that it's too hard to learn and not worth the trouble.

All of us remember learning braille.  We recall the triumph of mastering the alphabet, only to

confront the fact that there would be at least several months of daily study and practice before

being able to produce usable braille.  Sometimes transcribers resist the notion of acquiring a

computer because they are under the impression that one must stop transcribing to learn it.  The

computer is thought of as an obstacle to braille.

ED-IT PC is never, even temporarily, an obstacle to braille --- not even for those without prior

computer experience.  A transcriber with minimal computer skills (discussed later) can produce

usable braille in 15 minutes or less after ED-IT PC is initially activated.

When using ED-IT PC, expect to find:

CORRECTABILITY.  You will never again have to waste time re-brailling a page.

WORD WRAP.  The computer automatically goes to the next line as you braille.  You can

concentrate on the braille and have line length taken care of.  You do not have to hit return at the

end of the line.

AUTOMATIC PARAGRAPHS.  You can specify the indentation pattern for your paragraphs. 

For example, using the common cell 3 indentation, as you come to the end of the last line of a

paragraph, hit return.  ED-IT PC will automatically be ready in cell 3 for the next paragraph.

AUTOMATIC RUNNING HEAD.  You specify the running head to be used and on which page

it should start.  You may change this at any time either to be different following the current page,

or you may alter the entire transcription running head that has already been entered.

AUTOMATIC PAGE NUMBERING.  You specify the page numbering pattern-literary,

textbook, eta.  Roman, as well as arabic page numbers are automatically entered and page

numbering may also be changed at any time.  You specify line length of each page as well.

A TRUTHFUL SCREEN.  As you braille, the screen display shows the braille pages exactly the

way they will look when embossied.  This is sometimes called WHAT-YOU-SEE-IS-WHAT-YOUGET, or a WYSIWYG screen.

EASE OF USE.  These basic features can be mastered in 15 minutes or less, by a transcriber with

minimal computer skills.  For a transcriber who needs to first-acquire some basic skills, you

should allow a couple of hours additional.  The most difficult thing about mastering ED-IT PC is

mastering braille, and of course, the transcriber has already done that.

ED-IT PC "teaches" computer skills because it operates the same way as other computer

programs commonly used.  Technically, it runs under Windows, the primary operating system

used in most computers.  This means that brailling on a computer will teach you how to do other

computer operations as well.  Consider your computer a cookbook.  The basics --- boil, simmer,

bake at 3500, remain the same as you move from recipe to recipe.  Think of computer programs

as recipes.  What you learn in ED-IT PC will be familiar as you sample other programs that may

be of interest to you.  Word processing for instance.

A series of ED-IT PC articles--.is planned for the JOURNAL that will cover the basic computer

skills and suggestions of how to acquire them, a detailed explanation of each basic feature

mentioned above, and explanations of advanced features not yet mentioned.

ED-IT PC is available from:  Computer Application Specialities Co. (CASC), P.O. Box 22219,

Lincoln NE 68542.  Phone:  402-423-4782;  Fax: 402-423-5154.

--Joanna E. Venneri

Braille transcriber using a computer
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EDUCATION BY-LINE

NEW TREATMENT FOR INHERITED FORM OF EYE CANCER LOWERS USE OF

RADIATION

Researchers from Children's Hospital Los Angeles say they have developed the most significant

advance in the treatment of retinoblastoma--a genetically caused eye cancer--in 40 years.  Dr. A.

Linn Murphree and Dr. Judith Villablanca report in this month's Archives of Ophthalmology that

they were able to successfully treat 170 young patients with the technique, which involves

intensive chemotherapy, without using significant amount of radiation.

Radiation has long been the primary therapy for retinoblastoma, but it is disfiguring in many

patients because it causes bone loss around the eyes.  It also increases the risk that the children

will eventually develop a radiation-induced cancer.  (L.A. Times, Nov. 18, 1996)

WHAT CAUSES BLOODSHOT EYES, AND SHOULD I WORRY ABOUT THEM?

According to the UC Berkeley Wellness Letter, "bloodshot" refers to a relatively harmless

condition in which small vessels on the surface of the eyeball are dilated and visible.  Lack of

sleep, alcohol consumption the night before, an allergy or overuse of contact lenses are possible

causes of redness on awakening.  During the day, the condition can be caused by irritants,

eyestrain, rubbing the eyes excessively or anything that dries the eyes out.  Usually, bloodshot

eyes improve by themselves.  Washing with cold water can help as can cold compresses. 

Eyedrops and eye washes can help, but overuse can actually increase redness.  Very red, irritated

eyes accompanied by itching and a discharge, however, are usually a sign of an infection and

require treatment by a physician.  (Los Angeles Times, Nov. 18, 1996)

SOME NEW WEAPONS AGAINST THE DISEASES THAT STEAL VISION

When she was 7 years old, Laura Brassard became a habitue' of the night.  Daylight had become

unbearable.  In school, she would squint at the blackboard from behind dark, wraparound

sunglasses.  Even the faint glow of street lights made her eyes burn.

What cast a gloom over her world for the next 10 years was a rare eye disease, Stevens Johnson

syndrome.  Triggered by an allergy to common medications, the disease produces sores inside and

outside the body that eventually heal but leave lasting vision damage.

Not only do the eyes become exquisitely sensitive to light, but the eyelids become so rough and

scaly that a mere blink, even the darting eye movements of dream-filled sleep, is like sandpaper

rubbing over the cornea, the transparent tissue covering the eyeball.  Because the damaged cornea

no longer focuses light correctly, patients often become legally blind, able to discern only big,

blurry forms.  

"They live a life that has been described to me as living like a vampire--only going out at night,"

says Dr. Perry Rosenthal, a Harvard University School of Medicine ophthalmologist and president

of the Boston Foundation for Sight.

But all that has started to change in 1994.  Rosenthal received approval from the U.S. Food and

Drug Administration for a novel lens that has given back sight to Brassard and other patients with

corneal damage.  Rosenthal's invention is just one of several visionary ideas these days in sight

restoration.  As technology produces materials that can coexist with the body and scientists better

understand the mechanisms of sight and blindness, researchers are developing treatments for

acquired blindness that could not have been imagined even 10 years ago.

The Boston scleral lens, as Rosenthal calls it, looks like an oversized contact lens.  About the size

of a quarter, it arches over the cornea and rests on the relatively insensitive sclera, the white tissue

of the eye.  The space between the lens and the cornea is filled with artificial tears--a layer of

lubricating fluid that protects the eye, smooths surface irregularities and fulfills the optical duties

of the damaged cornea.

The result is that people with corneal disorders and injuries--tens of thousands in the United

States alone--might see painlessly again.  The lenses can replace corneal transplant surgery--an

option that is not foolproof and is prohibitively expensive in developing countries, where blinding

corneal diseases are common.  For patients like Brassard, whose underlying medical conditions

make transplant surgery futile, the lenses are the only way to restore sight.

If the scleral lens has transformed lives in the her and now, genetic research is looking for

dramatic cures during the next decade.  From pediatric eye-muscle disorders like strabismus, in

which both eyes cannot focus on the same point, to common diseases of adulthood such as

glaucoma and cataracts, to the macular degeneration of old age, genes play a significant role.

If researchers find out how genetic mutations alter the eye's normal functions, they could create

tailor-made treatments that would compensate for the changes.  These treatments could range

from gene therapy to transplanting healthy cells to administering drugs.

Today, two unexpected drugs are being used to treat vision-robbing disorders.  One is the

botulinum toxin, a purified form of the bacterial toxin that can paralyze and kill if eaten in

contaminated food.  Patients with conditions such as blepharospasm, muscle contractions that

squeeze the eyelids shut, receive injections that weaken the clenched muscles and allow the lids to

part.

The second drug is thalidomide, the notorious sedative that, in the late 1950's and early 1960's,

caused pregnant women to give birth to babies with missing or stunted limbs.  Because it prevents

blood vessels from proliferating, thalidomide is being clinically tested at the Massachusetts Eye

and Ear Infirmary as a treatment for macular degeneration, in which unchecked vessel growth

impairs sight.

Perhaps the most futuristic technology today is the retinal implant pioneered by Dr. Joseph Rizzo

at Massachusetts Eye and Ear.  This electronic microchip, now being tests in rabbits, sits on the

surface of the retina, the nerve layer at the back of the eye that senses light and helps to send

images to the brain.  The microchip transforms visual data into electric pulses, substituting for the

chemical messages of the retina's rod and cone cells.  Theoretically, if the chip received a picture

from the outside and converted it into neural messages, it would result in an artificial version of

shadow and light that bypasses the damaged eye.  But this particular scientific vision is loaded

with ifs.

But patients like Brassard have no choice but to rely on miracles.  Three years ago, when she was

fitted with the Boston scleral lens, her life changed.  She could open her dark brown eyes in

daylight without pain and give up her sunglasses.

"I felt invincible," she says.  "I had a newfound confidence."  So much confidence, in fact, that she

was chosen to star in her high school's production of "The Belle of Amherst," a two-hour solo

performance under the spotlights.  "It's a new thing for me to look into people's eyes," says

Brassard, now a junior at Rhode Island College, "But I can do it, and I will do it."  (L. A. Times,

Oct. 30, 1996)

ALBINISM

Following are some resources about albinism.

The Albino Fellowship is a Scotland-based international organization for people with albinism,

their friends and families.  The Fellowship publishes an informal newsletter.  Write to Hon.

Secretary, Henry McDermott, 16 Neward Crescent, Prestwick, Ayrshire, KA9TJB Scotland,

phone 0292-70336.

Haefemeyer, JW and Knuth JL. Albinism, Journal of Opthalomic Nursing and Technology, 10:55-62.  This journal article for health professionals provides a brief overview of albinism from the

viewpoint of persons with albinism.  This journal will be found in large medical libraries.

Witkop, CF Jr., Quevedo WC Jr., Fitzpatrick TB, and King RA:  Albinism, in Scriver CR,

Begudet AL, Sly WS and Valla D; The Metabolic Basis of Inherited Disease, ed. 6. New York,

McGraw Hill, 1989, p. 2905-2947.  This medical textbook review of albinism refers to more than

500 technical research articles about albinism.  This textbook can be found in medical libraries.

Facts about Albinism, by J.W. Haefemeyer, R. A. King, and Bonnie LeRoy, is a 44 page large

type booklet written about medical aspects of albinism for persons with albinism, their families,

and professionals.  Write to:  International Albinism, Center, Box 485 UMHC, The Un. of

Minnesota Hospital and Clinic, 420 Delaware St. S. E. Minneapolis, Minn. 55455.  The

International Albinism Center requests a donation of $3.00 to produce more books.

--Paula Lightfoot

CTEVH Educator Specialist

BRAILLE: A TOOL TO GET THINGS DONE

As we enter a new year we look forward to even higher rates of braille literacy.  And by the turn

of the century, wouldn't it be great to know that California is a leader in making The National

Agenda for blind people a reality?  These issues are so very important to young blind people

today.

For many years I have worked with some of the most able people I know-many of them blind--who have had experiences, and therefore thoughts and ideas relating to the value of braille, among

other things.

Talking with people who have "been there" helps us know, and enables us to stay on the right

track in the education of our young people.  So I asked Shannon McGowen to share some of her

thoughts.  I asked her partly because she works near me and I could encourage, push, beg, bribe,

whatever was necessary.  As I suspected, she was pleased to share with you.

--Julia Moyer

CTEVH Literary Braille Committee

WELL, AT LEAST I KNOW BRAILLE

I would like to share some of my thoughts and experiences as they relate to learning braille,

especially at an early age.  I am very concerned about children with low vision--those who are

using CCTV's perhaps, and those who can read only a few words at a time.  When is the right

time for these children to learn braille?

By sharing some of my own experiences I know that I am also telling of the same struggles many

other young people are having.

I was born in the early 1950's along with others who developed RLF. (Today we call it ROP).  I

have always been legally blind.  Of course I figured I wouldn't be totally blind, my vision had been

stable for years.

For me things began to change two years ago.  Strange shapes and curtains moving up and down

would appear before my eyes, then there was the double vision--things hard for a child to

describe.  Following my last surgery early in 1996, I realized I would be totally blind.  Many

thoughts ran through my mind.  One of them was, "At least I know braille."

Knowing braille gives you another way to view a printed page.  Listening to tapes is fine, it helped

me through college.  But you miss much by depending only on tapes.  Reading, either with eyes

or fingers, reinforces spelling.  You see firsthand how paragraphs and punctuation are arranged. 

You are a more active participant.  Now that I am, out of necessity, doing more braille reading, I

notice so many more things than I ever did in print.  I'm not sure why, but perhaps because I'm

more comfortable.

My own braille learning could be described mostly as stop and go.  In school I used large print

textbooks, phonograph records, reel-to-reel tapes, and cassettes.  Most pleasure reading was

recorded.  I looked for large print books but they were few and far between.

Two incidents from those early years especially stand out.  In the eighth grade as I struggled to

study my science book at home, I became so frustrated I pitched the book across the room

narrowly missing my father as he walked by, On another occasion in this science class the teacher

told everybody what a poor speller I was.

As I worked with print books, part of the problem was not so much reading, but keeping my

place.  For example, each paragraph had questions.  You had to write the question, go back to get

the information, write the answer, then find the next question.  This book was also recorded, but

continuously going back for information wasn't very efficient and caused scratchy records. 

Having the book in braille would have eased that situation.  Looking back, I can see that the

studying process was much more time-consuming for me than it would have been with braille. 

Because it was so slow and tedious I fell behind and repeated two grades.  I doubt this would

have happened had I been using braille in those early grades.

At 18 I received my first pair of reading glasses from a low vision clinic.  Finally I could read

much smaller print.  It seemed like a minor miracle.  For years I had been told I could not be fitted

with any type of glasses.  Still I needed to hold books very close and could only see with one eye. 

My reading was slow and I continued to use tapes.

The efficiency of braille for those who can't see well, seems especially significant to me.  Looking

back, it seems my friends who used braille werentt struggling the way I was.  They took notes

with a slate and stylus faster than I could in print.  I know this is the computer age, but I have

found many reasons to assure me that the slate and stylus aren't dead.  I am frantically practicing

with it now to make labels and to write notes.  It's light weight, needs no batteries and can fit

easily into purse or pocket.  I'm convinced young people should learn to use it.  It's a skill that will

last a lifetime.

Children who find themselves in-between, not quite blind, not fully sighted, need help to discover

what they can use best in both worlds.  Instead of viewing braille as scary or a mysterious oddity,

it ought to be just another way to obtain information.  Not having proper braille skills can be a

double handicap.

By the teenage years, use of braille is often seen negatively even by those who struggle to read

print.  Self esteem, so important to build in the early years, is not built from the knowledge that

classmates are watching, maybe not hearing what you read, with your book hiding your face.  Nor

does this do anything good for poise and posture.  This is why I believe in positive role models. 

Children need to see people using braille successfully, to know practical reasons why braille

works and is efficient even for those with some vision.

I'm very grateful I could see for so many years.  If some new discovery or surgery were available

to bring it back, I'd be happy to write about it.  In the meantime I'm glad I know braille.

--Shannon McGowen, proofreader

Braille Institute Press

SACRAMENTO FILE

ANNUAL APH REGISTRATION

The California Department of Education's Clearinghouse for Specialized 

Media and Technology (CSMT) recently submitted its 1997 registration of 

California's legally blind student population.  Approximately ten percent 

of all registrants are enrolled in California programs.  This year, CSMT 

registered 5,663 students enrolled in public programs and 741 students 

enrolled in private programs.  This year's registration went very 

smoothly and the CSMT staff, including Kelli, Tomoko, and Lynnette thank 

each of you who provided information on time.  Anyone wishing detailed 

information may contact CSMT's managing consultant, Rod Brawley, at (916) 

445-5103 or E-mail him at <rbrawley@cde.ca.gov>.

z   z   z   z

FAIR USE OF COPYRIGHTED EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

A school transcriber recently contacted the CSMT searching for 

clarification of copyright laws and how they impact the production of 

large print for students who are visually impaired.  An administrator in 

her district wanted evidence of an educator's right to make large print 

versions of a textbook that had not been adopted by the State.  The U.S. 

Code section sent to the school is reprinted below.

TITLE 17 U.S. Code Section 107 - Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair 

Use

STATUTE: 

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 106 A, the fair use 

of a copyrighted work, including such use by reproduction in copies or 

phonorecords or by any other means specified by that section, for 

purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching (including 

multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, is not an 

infringement of copyright.  In determining whether the use made of a work 

in any particular case is a fair use the factors to be considered shall 

include-

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether such use is 

of a commercial nature or is for nonprofit educational purposes;

(2)  the nature of the copyrighted work;

(3)  the amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the 

copyrighted work as a whole; and

(4)  the effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of the 

copyrighted work.

The fact that a work is unpublished shall not itself bar a finding of 

fair use if such finding is made upon consideration of all the above 

factors.

Historical and Revision Notes, House Report No. 94-1476 includes the 

following statements.

"Another special instance illustrating the application of the fair use 

doctrine pertains to the making of copies or phonorecords of works in the 

special forms needed for the use of blind persons.  The special forms, 

such as copies in Braille and phonorecords of oral readings (talking 

books), are not usually made by the publishers for commercial 

distribution......While the making of multiple copies or phonorecords of 

a work for general circulation requires the permission of the copyright 

owner, a problem addressed in section 710 of the bill, making of a single 

copy or phonorecord by an individual as a free service for blind persons 

would properly be considered a fair use under section 107."

z   z   z   z

CONNECT, COMPUTE, AND COMPETE

The report of the California Education Technology Task Force developed 

four broad recommendations for information technologies in California 

Schools.  These recommendations include:

1.  Equip every California Classroom and school library with the 

technology resources needed to create a learning environment that will 

improve student achievement.

2.  Incorporate technology into student content performance standards 

recommended by the state for adoption at the district level.

3.  Integrate technology into the content and performance standards that 

will be used as the basis for setting policies for preparing, hiring, 

evaluating, and promoting teachers.

4.  Provide the expertise and resources to support the effective use of 

technology for students, teachers, parents, and the broader community.

For the sake of California's students who are visually impaired it is 

critical that parents, teachers, transcribers, and administrators of 

programs for the visually impaired promote the incorporation of adaptive 

computer technologies at the local level to help ensure access to 

information technologies by the visually impaired.

See this document, "Connect, Compute, and Compete", on the California 

Department of Education's Home Page at <www.cde.ca.gov>.

CSMT WORLD WIDE WEB UPDATE

The CSMT recently developed a way for teachers to order books on 4-track 

audio cassettes using the World Wide Web.  

Using Netscape or other web browser, access the California Department of 

Education's web page at <www.cde.ca.gov>.  

1.  Click on "Special, Alternative and Continuing Education".

2.  Click on "Clearinghouse for Specialized Media and Technology".

3.  Click on "Books on Audio Cassettes"

4.  Search the CSMT's electronic aural media catalog or the print catalog      

index and jot down the MTL #  and title for each recorded book you   

wish to order.

5.  Click on "Internet Order Form".

6.  Complete the form and click "Submit" .

7.  Netscape users must click on "Back" to return to previous pages.

Please let the CSMT know how you like this new feature of our web 

documents.  We will soon add this feature to braille, large print, and 

ASL Video Book documents.  Contact CSMT's managing consultant, Rod 

Brawley at (916) 445-5103 or E-mail him at rbrawley@cde.ca.gov. 

CONFERENCE XXXVII

506 -- IBM DISK OPERATING SYSTEM

Ken Smith, CTEVH Computer-Assisted Braille Specialist

This was a hands-on workshop with 12 participants.  In the first hour a number of DOS terms

were defined and discussed such as the distinction between a file, filename and disk label.  Use of

"wildcards", asterisk and question mark in file names were demonstrated along with acceptable

characters.  The concept of the default drive was clarified and how to change from one drive to

another.  Device names, LPT1 and PRN were explained as being the special names for the first

parallel printer attached to the computer.  DOS notation rules were also discussed in detail.

The two basic types of DOS programs, internal and external, were explained.  Internal programs

are stored in the computer's memory as soon as you start a computer and are not in a DOS

directory.  External programs are not kept active since they are less commonly used than internal

ones and are stored on a disk.  They are available only when they are accessed from the disk, the

Format program being a good example of an external program.  In older computers the system

disk with the external programs must be in a drive in order to be used.  In newer computers with a

hard disk where a path has been defined to the DOS directory all DOS programs are readily

available and appear to be internal.

During the last half of the workshop the participants learned how to type the DOS commands

from the handout and could see the results on their computers.  Commands of most interest were

CD, CHKDSK, MORE, TREE and DIR with its various options.

602 -- LITERARY BRAILLE REFRESHER

Constance Risjord, Chairman, Literary Braille Committee, National Braille Association

Julia Moyer, CTEVH Assistant Literary Braille Specialist

This interactive workshop reviewed the basic rules of literary braille through examples taken from

newspapers, books, and magazines.  The handout consisted of twenty-five excerpts, each

followed by several questions.  The attendees were asked to think about and discuss each

problem.  Rules were discussed as they pertained to each question.  An answer sheet, with Code

citations, was handed out at the end of the session.  Some of the questions posed are presented

here.  The answers follow.

1. Example:  . . .1950s-60s

Questions:  (a) Is a letter sign required?   (b) Is the number sign repeated following the hyphen?

2.  Example: It will take a week for revisions and re-do's.

Question:  Can the one-cell, whole-word contraction for do be used in re-do's?  If not, why not?

3.  Example: On the desk was an In/Out box.

Questions:   (a) Can the contraction for in be used?   (b) Can the contraction for out be used?

4. Example:  . . .he stopped at a lay-by en route and rested.

Questions:  Which of the following contractions can be used?   (a) by   (b) en   (c) ou

5.  Example: "Howsomever, I think someone else did it."

Question: Which is correct:   (a) Howsomever   (b) How/somever

6.  Example: He was 6'1" and sort of thin.

Question: What is the proper way to braille 6'1"?

7.  Example: Remove cake from oven.  Increase oven temperature to 4500F.  Drizzle on

frosting and return to oven.

Questions:  (a) How should 4500F be brailled?   (b) Where does the closing italic sign go-- before

the number sign, after the number sign, before F., or before the "to" contraction?

8.  Example: You many e-mail the producer at sja@infi.net.

Question:  Is it necessary to use the Computer Braille Code to transcribe an e-mail address?

9.  Example: Some WWII veterans...

Question:  How should WWII be brailled?

10.  Example: An article in Argumenty i Fakty, a mass-circulation weekly, described the

byzantine political world of the Kremlin.

Questions:  (a) Can contractions be used in "Argumenty i Fakty?"    (b) Does the i need a letter

sign?

Answers:

1.  (a) No, insert an apostrophe before each s.   (b) Yes.

2.  No. Although do may be used in a hyphenated compound word, it cannot be followed by an

apostrophe.

3.  (a) No   (b) Although there is nothing in the Code to prevent it, it would be easier to read if

the out contraction were not used following a slash.  The ou contraction should be used.

4.  None of the contractions can be used.

5.  (a) because it preserves proper pronunciation - even though it uses one more cell.

6. #f;ft #a@9

7.  (a)   #dej;dg;,f                                           (b) before the number sign

8. Yes

9.   ,,ww,,ii

10.     (a) Yes     (b) Yes

305 -- INTERMEDIATE MUSIC BRAILLE

Bettye Krolick, Chairman, Music Technical Committee of BANA

Richard Taesch, Southern California Conservatory of Music

This workshop welcomed some unexpected parents and 2 teachers in addition to experienced

music transcribers, so the first portion answered questions about what resources are available to

help youngsters get off to a good start with braille music.

"They Shall Have Music" by Dykema, 604 N. Allyn, Carbondale, IL, 62901 (telephone (618) -

549-6164) is an excellent resource for parents.

"How To Read Braille Music" is available in print and braille from NLS.

Hints were given for setting up a "trial period" with a hesitant sighted teacher who has not taught

blind children before.  The Dykema book is also a help for those teachers.  Robert Ego shared his

packets with information about beginning braille music.

The remainder of the workshop dealt with a wide variety of musical questions.  Richard Taesch

provided information about guitar music, Joyce Stroh brought carefully prepared packets with her

questions about Music theory, some of Maxine Knight's excellent questions about piano music

provided more new experiences for other participants, the teacher's questions about percussion

music provided answers in that area.  This was a lively session made more interesting by the

participation of many people interested in and participating in music.

706 -- MUSIC EDUCATION, LITERACY, AND BRAILLE IN THE 90's

Richard Taesch, Southern California Conservatory of Music

Grant Horrocks, Chair, Piano Department & Preparatory Division, SCCM

Bettye Krolick, Braille Music Specialist, Past President, National Braille Association

Sandy Kelly, Educator, Pianist, Braille Music Advisor, Library of Congress

Carole Tavis, Educator, Pianist, Music Director, Frances Blend School, LAUSD

Our workshop was designed as a progress report and panel discussion.  The purpose of this

presentation was to examine approaches, results, and problems encountered in a new music

program for blind students.  Southern California Conservatory of Music is one of the first schools

of music to include a full curriculum embracing training in Braille music for all levels and

instruments.  These include Children's and Adult Preparatory Departments, as well as college

level.

The agenda was divided into three categories: I. General Music Reading; II.  Piano Instruction;

III.  Vocal Formats.  Time did not allow for Vocal Formats to be discussed, however, the first

two subjects were covered at length.  Richard Taesch, Workshop Leader, presented the General

Music Reading subject matter.

Eight-year-old Heather Bandy, a student in the Children's prep Department at SCCM, was present

for demonstration purposes.  Richard conducted a sample "first approach" to the beginnings of

Braille music reading.  He demonstrated the basic "C" scale on the piano, and had Heather sing

back the notes she heard (the workshop participants were encouraged to sing and take part in the

demonstration).  The scale tones were assigned numbers, and the participants were drilled on

various intervals and scale steps, 1, 2, 3, etc.

Heather was now given a braille copy of varied number groupings.  She read the numbers with her

left hand, and then played corresponding piano keys from middle "C" as 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5,

otherwise known as the five-finger-pattern.  Workshop participants could now see the process of

interpreting a braille medium while negotiating the keys of the musical instrument up to tempo.

We now progressed to the Braille music notation system.  A short history lesson was presented on

how Louis Braille invented the system at about the same time he developed literary Braille. 

Basically, the letter "D" represents the musical note "Do" or the first step of the scale beginning

with middle "C" on the piano.  Other notes progress respectively from "C"" namely, D, E, F, G,

A, B, and back to "C" again.  Of course, the question always comes up as to why we don't simply

call the notes the same as the literary letters, C, D, E, and so forth.  The answer is that in most

countries, letters do not represent musical notes.  The "solfege" system using do, re, mi, fa, sol,

la, ti, do, was generally the accepted system for music notation.

The class was now shown a way that sighted persons can "connect-the-dots," so to

speak, and equate Braille music notes to print letters.  Once the Braille music notation had

been presented, Heather demonstrated her ability to sing the various note patterns as she read the

braille music.  She would then read her Braille music with one hand, while playing the notes on

the piano with the other--first right hand, then left hand.  As the class followed her progress,

Heather led the sight-singing exercises while playing them on the piano.  We must remind

ourselves that when using the word "sight-singing", that sight is the manifestation of an image in

the brain.  The blind student, therefore, does "see" music notation through the touch medium. 

The eye, therefore, is only one of the pathways for vision.

Materials being used are carefully marked on the print dots with labels pointing to any new signs a

student may encounter.  These materials are carefully graded, and serve as a tutorial guide for

parents or teachers who do not read braille or braille music.  A parent or tutor sitting in on a first

lesson can easily use these as a way to give prudent guidance.  The mission of this department,

and the reason for this workshop, is to develop a system whereby a non-braille-reading music

teacher can easily work with a blind student who is learning to read Braille music concurrently

with instrumental study.  Materials being used were presented not as a completed system, but in a

state of progressive development and research.

We now progressed to more difficult reading exercises where Heather read and sang the music

exercises in various keys.  She demonstrated her ability to sing in most any key, up to tempo.  The

class was reminded that, if in the "key of D," for example, the first scale step "D" was now step 1,

"E" is step 2, and so forth.  It has been found that when identifying Braille notes as letters, the

translation process from literary Braille can be somewhat perplexing.  When notes and intervals

are sung as scale degrees or numbers, confusion tends to disappear, and singing in various keys

becomes less problematic.  The material that Heather was now demonstrating was taken from a

college level sight-singing textbook.

This research has shown us that the European way of teaching music reading away from the

instrument is unquestionably superior to the Western approach of using the instrument to facilitate

the reading process.  In America we tend to do it in reverse.  Sightsinging is not generally taught

until a student enters the college music program.  Unfortunately, it is then too late to cultivate the

kind of musicianship necessary for a successful and normal musical development.  It is this

Department's belief, therefore, that we have not necessarily brought our expertise as music

teachers into the world of the blind, instead, the blind have shown us how we can better teach our

sighted and our blind students!

The last area covered by Richard Taesch was the introduction to Piano Instruction.  The

discussion was soon to be turned over Grant Horrocks, SCCM Piano Department.  Pianistic

considerations being left to Mr. Horrocks, Richard discussed only the presentation of Braille

music piano formats.  Unfortunately, time did not allow the discussion of typical problems

encountered in assembling music for two hands on the piano.  We were, however, able to show

the class the use of piano formats to introduce two hands to the student, and to use the music for

duet playing.  Heather was able to read and play the right hand part, while Richard played the left

hand part, creating a full-sounding finished product.  The roles were reversed, and Heather then

had to count long sustained tones in the left hand part while accompanying the right hand being

played by the teacher.

This Department has now seen time and again the results of placing the blind student in the same

academic musical arena as the sighted student.  Blind students can be taught to read music up to

tempo, read and analyze college level harmony studies, and to develop the literacy and

independence that only self-reliance can bring.  To depend solely on the sighted to play music for

the blind to mimic is to deny access to the unique interpretative process that is a part of every

creative and motivated individual.

