Playgroup Ideas

Outside balls can be rolled around, especially if it is a beeping ball.  The

kids can close their eyes and find out where the ball is.  Listening skills

are good for everyone.
How about a parachute with a ball on it?  The kids can all sit on the grass, hold a section of the parachute and have the ball move around.  They can also have one child at a time sit in the middle on top of the parachute while the kids move their section of the parachute up and down (wave motions).

Play train, with students holding onto a rope and making train noises?

They can take turns being the engine and the caboose.

I have a Preschool Play Date that I hold twice monthly for my 3-5 year

old kids and their parents at a McDonald's.  I do some parent education,

the parents of the VI kids get to talk and their kids get to play

together.  There, of course, are typical sighted kids at the restaurant

when we're there so there's a good opportunity for all kinds of

interaction.

The alphabet game comes to mind. Cards with print and Braille alphabet

letters in a pile. Students choose a card and then name things starting

with that letter.
A rhythm band to some cool kid's music. No need for fancy instruments -

use empty containers, pots and pans, spoons...
The build a tower game - stacking blocks until the tower falls over

Put a bunch of toys in a bag or box and the kids have to try to identify

what it is by reaching into the container and just feel it.
Sit on the floor and roll a ball that has a bell in it back and forth to other students. 

Bouncing the ball and playing kick ball.
Suggestions for using a playground ball

Use an ordinary playground ball and a plastic grocery bag.

With the student, place the ball inside the bag, knot the handles (the 

bag can be loose) 

Play ball -- as it is rolled back and forth from one person to another, the bag crinkles and flaps a little, allowing localization and that comparison of sound as it nears the listener. And with the looseness of the bag around the ball, it is easy for little hands to grab. 

It makes sound 

It is easy to grab 

It is replaceable (all you need is a new bag) 

Families can replicate it at very little cost 

All the preschoolers (and kindergarteners) like it 

The knot does not throw off how it rolls or bounces, interestingly (I have 4th grader who plays tetherball this way).

Thanks for all your input.
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